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SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETING SERVICE
903-617-6204
or email the
communication coordinator
coordinator@tdhhc.org
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Visit our WEBPAGE
www.tdhhc.org
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Follow us on FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/tdhhc.org

!
u
o
Y
Thank

This newsletter
is dedicated to uniting
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
of East Texas and all supporters
by providing information and
reporting events that enhance
our lives and our community

Thank You!
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To receive a newsletter
mail your name and address to
TDHHC at PO Box 6134
Tyler, TX 75711-6134
or email:
connections@tdhhc.org
Articles and photos are welcome

A close-up on TDHHC President
Dr. Lonny McKinzie was appointed as
president of the TDHHC Board of Directors in
2012 and continues to serve in that position. He
has been involved in the Deaf community
since 1989 along with his wife Rhonda
McKinzie, who is Director of the TJC
Interpreter Training Program. He conducts a
class each semester for interpreting students
on self-care and assists in mock training
exercises for students. Dr. McKinzie has
presented to the Texas Society of Interpreters
for the Deaf state conference on wellness care
and health maintenance.
Dr. McKinzie has been a chiropractor since
1990 and owns McKinzie Chiropractic and
Nutrition in Tyler. He has a B.S. degree from
Missouri State University and Doctor of
Chiropractic degree from Parker University in
Dallas, TX. Dr. McKinzie is certified in
Clinical Nutrition and has advanced training in
Upper Cervical Spine adjusting and X-ray
Analysis. He also promotes and teaches the
proper use and application of essential oils.

Prior to becoming a chiropractor, Dr. McKinzie
was a drilling fluids engineer and technical
service manager for a large oil field service
company.
Currently, TDHHC maintains an office within
Dr. McKinzie’s office for the Interpreter
Coordinator, bookkeeper and for board
meetings. As president, Dr McKinzie strives to
work with other board members to ensure the
center is moving forward with services for the
deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind. He
continues to learn sign language and encourages
other professionals to learn basic sign language
in order to interact with deaf customers or
patients.
Dr. McKinzie is an active
member of the International
Defense Pistol Association;
and he admits to racing
motorcycles when he was
younger and says he still
enjoys a ride. Who knew?
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Suzy’s Zone

C

ultural differences should not separate
us from each other, but rather cultural
diversity brings a collective strength that
can benefit all of humanity. – Robert Alan
This brings me to “Save the Date” for
Saturday, April 16, 2016 for the 6th Annual
East Texas Games for the Deaf, a unique
event that transforms our lives through the
joy of board games, and athletic and artistic
competitions in ASL. If you haven't
experienced this competitive and fun filled
event with lots of action, I urge you to come
and experience watching the tough
competitors who aim to win the team or
organization's bragging rights for 2016.
The East Texas Games for the Deaf was
founded by Patrick Grona in 2011 and is
hosted by Tyler Junior College Sign
Language and Interpreter Training Program.
People from various organizations within
the Deaf community such as the Tyler Metro
Association of the Deaf, Tyler ISD Regional
Day School Program for the Deaf, and many
more along with all ASL students from
various high schools will compete playing
various games such as blind volleyball,
comic races, tug of war, board games, bean
toss and ASL skit competitions.
Patrick says the purpose for this special
event to provide a fun interaction between
the deaf and hard of hearing community and
ASL students. So come on over to Calvary
Baptist Church on Old Jacksonville Hwy in
Tyler, and see if the Whitehouse High
school ASL students can reclaim this year's
team trophy.
Thumbs Up!
Susie Grona
Community Committee President
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t's time to do our Spring

Rhonda McKinzie is a licensed
professional counselor in Tyler
focused on serving persons
who are deaf

Cleaning! You know, wash
the curtains, clean windows,
clean out the closets, pull out the
stove and clean behind it…you get the idea.
It can be overwhelming. And nasty. Make a
list of what you need done and plan it out on the days you have available. Why not
reduce the stress and pick one room or one thing to do on one day at a time. Put it on
the calendar. Then when completed, cross it off your calendar/list. Then also plan
something fun as your “reward” that day or the next for getting it done. That takes
care of the outside.
At the same time, spring is another good time to take inventory of our inside,
meaning ourselves personally. Take a good look and see what we need to clean up in
our lives. A bad habit. An attitude. Have “toxic” people in your life? Set healthy
boundaries if they allow it or remove yourself from them completely until boundaries
can be respected. Forgiveness is for ourselves not for the one(s) who offended/hurt
us. It is key to spring cleaning our inside; as it removes more of the bitterness and
anger. We are all human. Humans need to be respected, loved, accepted, needed, etc.
So…take nothing for granted. Take time to enjoy the little things in life like pretty
butterflies, flowers blooming, warm hugs from friends. Clean out the dirt and enjoy
the sparkling clean sunshine – inside and out!

Apache Alert!

G

ood News – TJC's Sign Language Interpreter Training program has received

approval for 2 advanced certificates: Legal/Court and Healthcare Interpreting.
There are several classes that are foundational prerequisites before doing the sign
language skills classes. For more information contact Rhonda McKinzie, Dept. Chair
at rmck@tjc.edu or 903-51-2774.
Congratulations to Rebecca Meadows for passing the first portion of the TX BEI
certification – the Test of English Proficiency! Rebecca graduates in May.
The ITP program celebrates 20 Years of Excellence May 12, 2016, 6:30 PM at
TJC's Rogers Student Center Apache Rooms. Cost -Prepaid- $15 per person includes
dinner, awards, and memories! Anniversary T-Shirts will be available ($15 pre-paid).
Grab the opportunity to take your own pictures with your graduating class!
Reservations/Payment must be received by May 2. Contact Rhonda McKinzie
rmck@tjc.edu for an emailed invite or check www.tjc.edu/signlanguage.

HISTORY TRIVIA

by Patrick Grona
Adjunct professor TJC

A deaf man named Le Roy Colombo ( 1905 - 1974 ) was a life guard known as a hero in Galveston. He risked
his life repeatedly, saving a total of 907 people's lives, an achievement that is recorded in the Guinness Book of
World Records. Read more about his interesting life online. Type his name in a search engine,then look for the
PDF file: SFA Scholar Works by JF Andrews. If you go to Galveston Beach, look for the bronze marker that
recognizes his achievements.

Guinness

Did you know that Jeff Float , a former American Swimmer became the only legally deaf athlete for the
USA to win an Olympic gold medal?

BASIC CONVERSATIONAL
SIGN LANGUAGE
Register Now
for Summer Classes
Classes offered at both
Lindale TJC Campus and
Tyler TJC West Campus
Both Morning and Evening Classes
Tuesdays and Thursdays
For more information or to register call
TJC Continuing Studies: 903-510-2900
or online: www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies

C ffee Chat

DATES

PLACES

1st Saturdays 7pm

TMAD

5894 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler

Saturday, April 2 12:00 noon
New Location for the
Monthly Meetings
TJC West Campus
1530 SSW Loop 323, Tyler
Conference Room

LOCATION 3
3 NEWMcDonald’s

and

3rd Fridays 7pm
Whataburger
311 S Main Street, Lindale
(Hwy 69 near Brookshire’s)

Join us out to eat afterward

TDHHC Fundraiser
Thursday, April 7

The Luck of the Irish worked for the TMAD March 5 Potluck despite the
last minute change in location there was a large turnout including several
visitors. Everyone enjoyed the beautiful weather, the lake view, and the
socializing with old and new friends. Many THANKS to Kathy and James
Westberry who graciously offered their place on Lake Palestine.

BJ Restaurant
Bring your Coupon to
Give to Waiter with your order
Eat In or Take Out

6th annual
East Texas Games for Deaf
Saturday April 16
Calvary Baptist Church
Old Jacksonville Road, Tyler

SAVE
THE
DATE
Thursday May 5
Seniors Outing Lunch
TDHHC Fundraiser
Saturday, May 7
TMAD MEETING
and Volleyball at Sonic
Thursday May 12
Show Support for TJC’s
Interpreter Training Program
Gather with Friends for a FUN
evening of dinner, awards and
memories! Everyone Invited
RSVP by MAY 2 - For details
contact Rhonda: rmck@tjc.edu

